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Abstract

By analysing William T. Vollmann’s novel Europe Central in the light of Virginia Woolf’s
views on identity and the interconnectedness of private and public worlds expressed in her
1938-essay “Three Guineas,” the paper aims at showing the role contemporary fiction assumes
in the post-communist era. As the contemporary novelists have become acutely sensitive to the
topical issues of the contemporary world, they started addressing them artistically with a view to
identifying the causes of conflicts and accounting for the traumatic effects these have on the
modern individual.

Keywords: contemporary fiction, the Wall, the Iron Curtain, walls, frontier

Zidul / urile in proza contemporana

Pornind de la romanul scriitorului american William T. Vollmann Europe Central analizat prin
prisma ideilor despre identitate si despre legatura necesara dintre spatiul public si cel privat
formulate de Virginia Woolf in eseul ,,Trei guinee” scris in 1938, articolul isi propune sa
prezinte rolul pe care literatura contemporana si-1 asuma in perioada postcomunista. Constienti
de problemele cu care se confruntd societatea contemporanad, scriitorii contemporani incearca,
prin literaturd, s identifice cauzele conflictelor si sa evidentieze efectele pe care acestea le au
asupra individului modern.



